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Alleged $50,000 Offer Termed Possible Ray Motive, 


WASHINGTON, Nov. 29 (AP) — The 
House Assassinations Committee said 
today that an alleged $50,000 offer made 
by two St. Louis businessmen could have 
provided the motive for James Earl Ray 
to assassinate the Rev. Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. 

The committee said that while its two- 
year investigation had been unable to es- 
tablish a direct link between those who al- 
legedly made the offer and Mr. Ray, “it 
did determine that they met the neces- 
sary criteria for being considered partici- 
pants in a serious conspiracy.” 

Before releasing a staff report on its in- 
vestigation, the committee heard Russell 
George Byers of St. Louis testify that he 
had rejected a $50,000 offer to kill the civil 


rights leader or arrange for someone else 
to kill him. 

His testimony was disputed by Murray 
Randall, a St. Louis criminal court judge, 
who said that he believed the story of the 
offer was “fabricated and purposely 
planted.” 

Witness Termed Criminal 
Before he became a judge, Mr. Randall 
was Mr. Byers’s lawyer. He said that he 
believed Mr. Byers had planted the story 
with a criminal associate to find out if the 
man was an informer for the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation. And he said that 
Mr. Byers “is known to be one of the most 
dangerous criminals in the city.” 

Mr. Byers said that in late 1967 or early 


1958 he was approached by John Kauff- 
man, a friend and business associate, 
who asked if he was interested in making 
$50,000. When he expressed interest, Mr. 
Byers testified, Mr. Kauffman took him j 
to the home of a St. Louis patent lawyer i 
named John Sutherland. 

“What do I have to do to earn the 
$50,000?” Mr. Byers said he asked Mr. 
Sutherland. At tjie time Mr. Byers was a 
used car parts dealer under Federal in- 
dictment for auto theft. 

“He said either arrange or kill Martin 
Luther King,” he testified. He added that ' 
Mr. Sutherland had told him the money ■ 
was to come from a “secret Southern or- ! 
ganization.” j 

“I told them I didn’t think I’d be inter- j 
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j ested,” said Mr. Byers, who said that at 
the time he did not know who Dr. King 


i In the staff report, the committee said 
that it had developed several theories of 
“possible connectives” between Mr. 
Sutherland, Mr. Kauffman and James 
Earl Ray. 

Confession Recanted 
Mr. Ray is currently serving a 99-year 
prison term for the King assassination. In 
1969 he pleaded guilty to the murder but 
has since recanted a confession he made 
then and says that he was drawn into the 
assassination conspiracy by a mysterious 
figure named Raoul. 

The committee investigation found 
that Mr. Ray and Mr. Spica, Mr. Byers’s 
brother-in-law, knew each other when 
both were inmates in the same cell block 
of the Missouri State Prison. Mr. Byers 
insisted that he had never told Mr. Spica 
about the $50,000 offer. 



